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WARNING:  THIS IS A “MESSY” SET OF STUDY QUESTIONS.  DON’T TRY TO NECESSARILY 
WRITE DOWN AN ANSWER TO EACH QUESTION.  USE THEM AS PROMPTS OR CATALYSTS IN 
YOUR OWN STUDY AS YOU SEEK TO ANSWER TWO BASIC QUESTIONS. 

1. What is the basis for Paul’s argument that taking disputes between church members to civil 
courts is wrong? 

2. What is the basis for Paul’s argument that having sex with prostitutes is wrong? 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-20.   
 
Read through this first set of questions as a whole set and then go back to the text (vss. 1-11) and 
work toward your answer to question #1 above.  You may not necessarily write down an answer to 
each of the questions below, but they will hopefully guide you or cause you to try and understand the 
logic and the foundational truths for Paul’s conclusions about taking each other to court.   It’s those 
foundational truths that we are after because those have application to our lives today in 2015 in 
Memphis TN. 
 

1 Cor 6:1-11  “Lawsuits Between Believers”  
1. Look back at the following verses from what we’ve studied so far.  What is the common theme?  

(1:7; 3:13; 4:5; 5:5)  
 
 
 

2. Now read again in chapter 6 verses 2,  3, 10, and 14.  How do they share that common theme? 
 
 
 

3. What did Paul mean by “grievance” “dispute” “case”? 
 
 

4. When and how will the saints judge the world?  (Matt 19:26-30; Rev 20:4)  
 
 

5. When and how will we judge angels?  Does your Bible have any good cross-references? 
 
 

6. From verses 2-3, what is the logic of Paul’s argument?  Why does he call their cases “trivial”? 
 
 

7. Who are “those who have no standing in the church”, or those whose way of life is scorned in the 
church (NIV)? 
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8. Why was it wrong for the Corinthian church members to bring their disputes before people 
outside the church?  
 
 
 

9. What was Paul’s foundational or root cause issue according to verses 7-8? 
 
 
 

10. Note the recurring phrase “do you not know…” in verse 9.  What point of ignorance did Paul 
address and how was that ignorance related to their problem of disputes against each other? 
 
 
 

11. In verse 9, Paul exhorts or warns the Corinthian church to not be deceived.  What were they 
deceived about, or at least in danger of being deceived about? 
 
 
 

12. What do you learn about your salvation from verse 11?  Using the cross-references in your study 
Bible or a concordance that shows you other NT occurrences of those 3 key words, what can you 
learn about the meaning of each of those terms and how they are related and how they are 
different? 
 
 
 
 

 
Read through this second set of questions as a whole set and then go back to the text (vss. 12-20) 
and work toward your answer to question #2 above.  You may not necessarily write down an answer 
to each of the questions below, but they will hopefully guide you or cause you to try and understand 
the logic and the foundational truths for Paul’s conclusions about having sex with a prostitute. 

1 Cor 6:12-20  “Immorality with Prostitutes”  
13. Notice the quotation marks in verses 12 and 13, in you are reading the ESV, NIV, RSV.  The 

quotation marks are not found in the NASB, or NKJV.  What do those quotation marks indicate, at 
least according the translators of those versions that have them?  
 
 
 
 

14. In verse 13 Paul starts with food and the body and ends up discussing sex and the body.  How 
did he make that transition? 
 
 
 



1 Corinthians Chapter 6:1-20 Study Questions Oct 26, 2015 

 3 

15. What does Paul mean by saying that God will destroy both the stomach and food?  How does 
that relate to what he says in verse 14 and God raising us up?  Is God really going to destroy our 
bodies?  see 1Cor 15:12; 1Cor 15:51-53; 1Thes 4:16  
 
 
 
 

16. In verse 13, Paul sets up a contrast between two possibilities with regard to our bodies. Is the 
contrast that Paul stated the one you would have expected?   In other words, fill in the blank in 
the following sentence indicating what you would have expected Paul to say.  “The body is not for 
immorality but for ______________.”   What does Paul mean by saying that the body is for the 
Lord? 
 
 

17. What does Paul mean by saying that the Lord is for the body? 
 
 
 

18. Verses 15-17 are very challenging, at least it seems so to me.  There is a reality that Paul states 
with his “do you not know…” formula.  And based on that spiritual reality, to commit sexual 
immorality with a prostitute is to take the members of Christ (my body) and make them members 
of a prostitute!  Then he quotes the Genesis 2 which Jesus reiterated in Matt 19 that the act of 
sexual intercourse between a man and a woman constitutes the state of being “one flesh”.  But 
when he applied that principle to being united with Christ, he said that if we are joined to the Lord, 
then we become one spirit with Him.  And finally, when he draws it to a conclusion and states the 
prohibition against sexual sin, he gives as the reason the fact that to sin sexually is to sin against 
one’s own body.  I thought he was going to say it was a sin against Christ.  How do you sort this 
out? 
 
 

 

Application 
19. What is at least one “take away” for you from your study of this chapter? 


