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Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

1 Cor 2:1-5  “The Wisdom We Don’t Speak”  
1. Read verses 1-5 and record what you learn about the content of Paul’s preaching?  In other 

words, what was Paul’s message?  As you answer this question identify both the positives and 
the negatives. 
 
 

2. Read verses 1-5 again and record what you learn about the form of Paul’s preaching?  In other 
words, what was Paul’s method?  As you answer this question identify both the positives and the 
negatives.  
 
 
 
 

3. How do these other verses add to your answers to question 1 & 2? 
a. 1Co 1:17,   1Co 2:13,   2Co 1:12,   2Co 10:10,   2Co 11:6  

 
 
 
 
 

4. The following cross-references show Paul’s pattern of preaching and teaching during his various 
missionary efforts in various places, including Corinth.  Go back to Acts and read this verses and 
then comment on how they add to or change your answers so far. 
a. Act 13:16, 47-48;  Act 17:2;  Acts 18:11;  Acts 18:19;  Act 19:8-10;  Act 20:20;  Act 20:21;  Act 

20:25;  Act 20:27;  Act 20:31  
 
 
 
 
 

5. According to verse 5, what was the reason for Paul’s ministry strategy?  Explain in your own 
words why Paul’s ministry strategy as described in verses 1-4 would avoid an outcome that Paul 
wanted to avoid and would result in an outcome that Paul desired?   
 
 
 

6. EXTRA CREDIT:  What did Paul mean in verse 4 by “in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power”?  Was he referring to manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s presence such as tongues and 
healings and exorcisms?  Or was he referring to something else, something that wasn’t so visibly 
noticeably in a moment of time?  In other words, the power could have been that supernatural, yet 
inner work of the Holy Spirit to convince a person hearing the gospel to repent and to put their 
trust in the reality of Jesus’ death and resurrection.   What do you think? 
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1 Cor 2:6-13 “The Wisdom We Do Speak” 
In verse 6, Paul draws a contrast between the wisdom of his preaching and the “wisdom of this age”.  
He then discusses or elaborates on the wisdom of his preaching.  Read verses 6-13 and as your work 
your way through the passage, you will see that it is talking about  

a) a body of knowledge [which is  referred to as “wisdom” (6,7), “these things” (10),  “the 
things given to us by God” (12), “spiritual truths” (13)] that is getting imparted  

b) by someone  

c) to someone 

d) by some means  
With these questions in mind, or with this construct in mind, answer the following questions. 
7. What do you learn about the body of knowledge?  What was Paul telling the Corinthian believers 

about it and why?  Read verse 7 in several different translations to help you formulate your 
answer.  
 
 

8. What do you learn about the recipients of this body of knowledge? Be sure and consider 3:1 as 
you develop your answer.  
 
 

9. What role doe the Holy Spirit play in all of this “imparting” and “receiving”? 
 
 

10. Since the message that Paul preached was a mystery, a message that was hidden, how did he 
come to understand it?  How did he gain his understanding of the mystery?   
 

11. How were the people that Paul preached to supposed to understand the mystery?  
 
 

12. EXTRA CREDIT:  What does Paul mean in verse 7 by saying that God decreed a secret and 
hidden wisdom for our glory?  What is our glory and how is it that this “secret and hidden 
wisdom” brings it about?  
 
 

13. Relate all of what you have learned back to chapter 1:17-2:5.  In other words, why did Paul go 
into all of this about a mystery and wisdom and the Holy Spirit.  What is the flow of his argument.  
I’m not asking for a 3 page essay, but just encouraging you to try and grasp the overall argument.  
Why is Paul saying what he is saying where he is saying it? 
 
 
 

Application 
14. What is one “take away” for you from your study this week?  


